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The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

1 Title
(1)  This Act is the Interpretation Amendment Act 2005.
(2) Inthis Act, the Interpretation Act 1999 is called “the principal Act”.

2 Commencement

This Act comes into force on 26 April 2005.

Note

Changes authorised by subpart 2 of Part 3 of the Legislation Act 2019 have been made in this consolidation.
See the notes at the end of this consolidation for further details.

This Act is administered by the Ministry of Justice.


http://legislation.govt.nz/pdflink.aspx?id=LMS265608
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Version as at

s3 Interpretation Amendment Act 2005 28 October 2021

3 Definitions
Section 29 of the principal Act is amended by inserting, after the definition of
consular officer, the following definition:
de facto partner means a person who is a party to a de facto relationship (as
defined in section 29A)

Compare: 1976 No 166 s 2C

4 New sections 29A and 29B inserted
The principal Act is amended by inserting, after section 29, the following sec-
tions:

29A Meaning of de facto relationship

(1) In an enactment, de facto relationship means a relationship between 2 people
(whether a man and a woman, a man and a man, or a woman and a woman)
who—

(a) live together as a couple in a relationship in the nature of marriage or
civil union; and

(b)  are not married to, or in a civil union with, each other; and

(c) are both aged 16 years or older.

(2) Despite subsection (1), a relationship involving a person aged 16 or 17 years is
not a de facto relationship unless that person has obtained consent for the rela-
tionship in accordance with section 46A of the Care of Children Act 2004.

(3) In determining whether 2 people live together as a couple in a relationship in
the nature of marriage or civil union, the court or person required to determine
the question must have regard to—

(a) the context, or the purpose of the law, in which the question is to be
determined; and
(b) all the circumstances of the relationship.
(4) A de facto relationship ends if—
(a)  the de facto partners cease to live together as a couple in a relationship in
the nature of marriage or civil union; or
(b)  one of the de facto partners dies.
29B Meaning of step-parent, etc

For the purposes of an enactment, the relationship of step-parent, stepson, step-
daughter, or any other relationship described by a word containing the prefix
“step”, may be established by civil union or by de facto relationship as well as
by marriage.
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Consolidation notes

1 General

This is a consolidation of the Interpretation Amendment Act 2005 that incorp-
orates all the amendments to that Act as at the date of the last amendment to it.

2 About this consolidation

This consolidation is not an official version of the legislation under section 78
of the Legislation Act 2019.

3 Amendments incorporated in this consolidation
Legislation (Repeals and Amendments) Act 2019 (2019 No 59): section 6
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